
 
 

Facebook: /CILT.UCT  Web: www.cilt.uct.ac.za  Service Portal: uct.service-now.com  Email: cilt-helpdesk@uct.ac.za  Phone: 021 650 5500 | 1 

Using Transcripts & Captions 

for UCT Students 

Last updated: 11 December 2024 

 

Most Lecture Videos should have transcripts and captions which present audio content as text. 

Transcripts and captions are critical for people with hearing impairments, and are extremely useful for 

second language students, or students who wish to search for specific topics in the lectures. 

In some cases, when captions were not possible to generate, there may be downloadable transcripts 

available. 

 

1. Captions 

 

If a recording has captions, they will show by default at the bottom of the video when you watch the video 

online in Amathuba. You can toggle the captions on or off using the Closed Captions (CC) button below 

the video player. 
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2. Interactive Transcripts 

If there are captions, the interactive transcript will be available in the Transcript tab below the video 

player. 

Interactive transcripts allow you to: 

• Follow the transcript text as the video plays 

• Search for keywords 

• Jump to a section in the video by clicking the text 
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3. Downloadable Transcripts 

If there are no captions, you may find a downloadable Word Document (docx) of the transcript under the 

Downloads tab. Click on the download button  to download it. 

If there are captions, you will find a downloadable text file (VTT) of the transcript. Click on the download 

button  to download it.  

 

Note a VTT file has timestamps, for example below. It can be opened in Notepad, TextEdit or even your 

browser. 

 

You can remove the timestamps using external services, such as Subtitle Tools. 
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