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Learning Outcomes 

Last updated: 13 July 2026 

This guide is designed to help users navigate the Learning Outcomes function in Amathuba. 
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What are Learning Outcomes? 

Learning Outcomes are a supplementary level of evaluation or marking that can be added to the core 
assessment tools in Amathuba (Assignments, Quizzes, Discussions and Rubrics). Learning Outcomes 
track a student’s accomplishments not against a numerical indicator (i.e. a grade), but against a 
customisable mastery indicator (such as Mastered/ Partially Achieved/ Not achieved).  

A course could create a list of Learning Outcomes that apply to multiple assessments, with each 
assessment (or components of each assessment, in the case of Quizzes and Assignments or Discussions 
using Rubrics) speaking to one or more mastery indicators. An example of these indicators could be: 

1. The ability to recall important information 
2. The ability to find and reference appropriate information 
3. The ability to critically analyse sources 
4. The ability to create new knowledge 

Then, these Learning Outcomes could be mapped to specific assessments or sub-components of 
assessments. When grading, lecturers or other evaluators would be able to select the appropriate 
mastery level that the student has demonstrated, alongside the overall grade for the assessment (if 
appropriate). By using Learning Outcomes, a lecturer could track an academic competency or skill across 
a number of different assessments, thereby building up a portfolio of evidence about students’ attainment 
of core skills which goes beyond a simple numerical grade. 

Assessments can use numeric grading, Learning Outcomes, or both, without restriction – i.e. a Discussion 
post that is marked out of 5 can also be associated with Learning Outcomes, and an ungraded 
Assignment could be associated with Learning Outcomes without a numerical grade attached. 

Why would you use Learning Outcomes? 

Using the Learning Outcomes tool could be useful for courses that want to track student progression via 
non-numerical indicators, either for internal purposes (such as identifying students who are struggling with 
particular domain areas or academic skills), or for reporting to external bodies, such as professional 
associations, councils or other third-party organisations that approve, monitor or are otherwise involved in 
setting curricula. Some examples in the South African context include the Engineering Council of South 
Africa, the Health Professionals Council of South Africa, and the South African Institute of Chartered 
Accountants. These bodies or associations may already have mastery indicators or could be contacted for 
assistance in developing mastery indicators for a programme or course - for example, the Engineering 
Council of South Africa (ECSA) lists eleven Graduate Attributes in its Qualification Standard for 
Bachelor of Science in Engineering / Bachelor of Engineering guidelines, while the South African 
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Institute of Chartered Accountants training programme includes a list of Professional Values and 
Attitudes and Acumens as Learning Outcomes. 

Creating Learning Outcomes in your course, programme or department 

Learning Outcomes can be created on a course-by-course basis, or imported from an existing Outcome 
Set. An Outcome Set is a group of associated Learning Outcomes. For instance, a professional body may 
have a set of Learning Outcomes that form part of the way in which they evaluate curricula and student 
performance. Within an Outcome Set are a number of Learning Outcomes, and optionally sub-outcomes 
(please note that sub-outcomes replace the top-level outcome when used to assess student work). 
Outcome Sets must be set and updated centrally, not on a course-by-course basis, and so should be 
done in consultation with colleagues and with CILT. If you would like to explore creating an Outcome Set 
for your programme, department or Faculty, please view the ￼ section at the end of this guide. 

To import Outcomes from an existing Outcome Set into your course, navigate to Manage Course – 
Course Admin – Learning Outcomes, then select the ‘Import from Outcome Set’ button, select the 
Outcome Set, then select the specific Learning Outcomes you wish to include in your course: 

 

If you are using Learning Outcomes for external reporting purposes, please first check if there is an 
existing Outcome Set to use. If not, please contact cilt-helpdesk@uct.ac.za for support in creating an 
Outcome Set. 

If you do not want to use an existing Outcome Set, or you want to supplement an existing Outcome set 
with your own Learning Outcomes, you can create your own course-specific Learning Outcomes by 
navigating to the ‘My Outcomes’ section and selecting ‘Add Outcome’. 
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Your course outline document should provide a good sense of which Learning Outcomes you should 
include in your course. 

Achievement scales 

Once you have imported your Learning Outcomes from an Outcome Set and/or created your own course-
specific Learning Outcomes, you must choose an Achievement Scale. Achievement Scales are a colour-
indicated system of determining to what extent a student has met a learning outcome. To select an 
Achievement Scale, select ‘Settings' and then choose which Achievement Scale works best for your 
course needs. Achievement Scales can be mapped to grade percentages – for example, a scale could be 
mapped in accordance with the most common academic scale used at UCT (with <50% being a fail, 50%-
60% being a Third, etc.). Below is a screenshot of the standard Achievement Scale, mapped to the UCT 
grade categories: 

Please contact cilt-helpdesk@uct.ac.za for assistance if you would like to create a custom Achievement 
Scale for your course or programme, and please note that Achievement Scales cannot be changed after 
you have used them to mark assessments. 

Associating Learning Outcomes with course activities 

Learning Outcomes can be associated with Assignments, individual questions in Quizzes, graded 
Discussion posts, and to individual criteria in Rubrics. Each Learning Outcome can be linked to multiple 
different assessments or rubric criteria – for example, you might link the Learning Outcome “Ability to 
properly attribute academic sources’ to each Assignment in your course, to track their mastery of this 
Outcome over time. 

Learning Outcomes can be added to assessments retroactively, i.e. after creation or grading. However, 
you will need to regrade and republish the marks for the Learning Outcomes to be enabled. 

If you want to link offline assessments or assessments run through non-Amathuba tools to the Learning 
Outcomes tool in Amathuba, they will need to use one of the above tools in some fashion. For example, 
you could use an Assignment using the on-paper submission type to grade an offline worksheet or use a 
Grade item with a Rubric attached to it where the Rubric criteria are mapped to Learning Outcomes. For 
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some examples of using Amathuba’s tools to grade offline assessments, please view our Advanced 
Assessments guide or book a consultation with a learning designer. 

Assignments 
To associate Learning Outcomes with Assignments, Edit the Assignment, and beneath the title select the 
Outcomes you want associated: 

 

When grading the assignment, the Learning Outcomes will be available underneath the feedback field, as 
per the screenshot below: 

 

Discussions 
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You can associate a Discussion Topic with a Learning Outcome in the same manner as you would with an 
Assignment. However, in order to mark using Learning Outcomes, the Topic does need to have a grade 
value in order to be able to be assessed. The Grade value does not necessarily need to report to Grades 
– i.e. you could have a Discussion Topic which is linked to Learning Outcomes that does not form part of 
the graded activities for the course. 

Quizzes 
To associate Learning Outcomes to a quiz question, open the Quiz, then select the radio button on the 
left of the question or questions you want to associate with the Learning Outcomes. Then, select ‘More 
Actions’ – ‘Align to Outcomes’ as per the screenshot below: 

 

Learning Outcomes are only assessed automatically in Quizzes if the Achievement Scale you selected 
was set to map to percentages. If your Achievement Scale does not map to percentages, then Learning 
Outcomes associated with the respective quiz questions must be graded manually.  

Content Items 
Learning Outcomes can also be associated with Content Items other than Activities, such as Pages or 
external links. These associations are not assessed, but may be useful to map the various Modules and 
learning materials in your course against the Learning Outcomes in your course. 

To associate a non-assessment item with a Learning Outcome, navigate to your Content section, and 
select the Module, Sub-module or Item and select ‘View Outcomes’ as per the screenshot below: 
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Next, select the items within a Module, and map them against the Learning Outcomes in your course, as 
per the screenshot below: 

 

In the top left corner of the Content tool is an indicator of your course’s Learning Outcomes mapped to 
the Activities (Assignments, Quizzes and Discussions that were linked in Content) and Items (Modules 
and Pages). You can use this to check that the Content Items and Activities in your course are aligned to 
your Learning Outcomes. Please note that Activities (Assignments, Discussions and Quizzes) will only 
reflect here if they have been linked to in the Content tool. See the screenshot below for an example of a 
course with five Learning Outcomes, with only three of the five associated with items under Content. 
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Rubrics 
Learning Outcomes can be associated with individual Rubric criteria (rows). If you associate a Learning 
Outcome to a criterion, then when you mark using the Rubric, the Learning Outcome will also be 
automatically assessed. Like with other Rubric functions, you can manually adjust the rating after 
marking. 

 

Viewing student performance  

To view the overall performance of your students, navigate to the Grades tool and change the ‘View 
Achievements By’ from Grades to Mastery View as per the screenshot below: 
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The Mastery View will map the students in the course to the Achievement Scale selected for your 
Learning Outcomes. By selecting an individual student, you can see their performance according to the 
assessments that are associated to Learning Outcomes, as long as the Learning Outcomes have been 
used during the assessment. 

To change how the Achievement scores are calculated, select ‘Mastery View Settings’ in the top right. 
Here, you will be able to choose how the system calculates the overall achievement for Learning 
Outcome for each student. Please read the instructions for each option to understand how the different 
calculation options function. 

Student view of Learning Outcomes 
If Assignments have Learning Outcomes attached, and Rubrics are added to an Assignment and that 
Rubric is visible to the students, they are able to see which Learning Outcomes are attached to the 
Assignment. Learning Outcomes attached to Quiz questions are not visible to students. 

Students can use the Class Progress tool to view their achievements according to the Learning Outcomes 
used in their course. 

Adding Learning Outcomes to an existing course 
While all Amathuba tools and functions should ideally be set up before the course launches, Learning 
Outcomes can be added to a course that is already running. You can do so by following the steps listed 
above (importing Learning Outcomes from an Outcome Set, or creating course-specific Outcomes), and 
associating them with Assignments, Quiz questions, Discussions or Rubrics. In order for them to take 
effect, you will need to regrade any already-completed assessments and republish the marks from them. 

Support 

The Learning Outcomes tool offers potential value to a range of courses, but particularly those that need 
to report to national or international bodies with predefined standards. In these instances, coordination at 
a programme, departmental, or faculty level may be needed to ensure that a Learning Outcome Set are 
developed correctly and usable across a range of courses.  

For support in setting up a new Outcome Set for your programme, or for general support with the 
Learning Outcomes tool for your course, please contact cilt-helpdesk@uct.ac.za.  
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